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October 2, 2022  10:30 a.m.  St. Therese of Lisieux Parish, Wayland 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

One of the many ways we all might identify ourselves is that we are “People of 
Faith”.  We could add to that a bit more by saying that we are part of the Body of 
Christ, members of the Roman Catholic Church, faith-filled and joy-full 
parishioners of St. Therese Parish and Sts. Cyril & Methodius Parish.  

Each of today’s Scripture Readings deal with “Faith”.  And, as “People of 
Faith”, we oftentimes describe our lives in this world as “being on a Journey---or a 
Pilgrimage of Faith”, which began on the day of our Baptism, and will continue 
until the day when we pass from this world into the Life of the world to come.  
Throughout our life journey, even as we’re trying to live our lives, make our living, 
raise our families, and take care of our day-to-day responsibilities, we need to 
always try to “see with the eyes of Faith”; to “think”, “act” and “live” according to 
God’s Ways.  That’s never been an easy thing to do, and in our day and time, it’s 
even more challenging to do so.  The “ways of the world” very often contradict 
“the ways of God”.  And so, we need God’s help----His Grace---which comes to us 
through the Gift of Faith.   

Faith helps us to remember who we are---sons and daughters of God our 
Father, brothers and sisters in Christ our Lord, and temples of God’s Holy Spirit.  
And Faith keeps us clearly focused on where we’re going in the future---that our 
time in this world is temporary, and that our eternal Home is with God in Heaven.  
And most of all, we need to realize that there’s only one way to get there---by 
following Jesus through the Church. 

We heard the Prophet Habakkuk in this morning’s First Reading asking God 
some very difficult questions:  “How long O Lord?!”   And he continues with a long 
list of complaints, laments really----"Violence---ruin---destruction----strife---
clamorous discord”---Why, O Lord, do I cry out and you don’t seem to hear me?  
Why don’t you do something about all this? 

We’ve all had those “Habakkuk” kind of days, haven’t we?  His list of 
complaints, or laments, could sum up well many of our own complaints, worries, 
concerns about the world in which we live.  And there’s a tendency from the very 
human parts of us as “People of Faith” to ask the same kinds of questions to God: 
“How long, O Lord?  Why don’t You do something?” 
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Over these last several days, I’m sure that all our hearts have gone out to the 
people in Ft. Myers Beach and all of southwestern Florida, and various other parts 
of the southern East Coast, who have had their lives turned upside down by the 
historic and very destructive Hurricane Ian.  My sister owns a home in Ft. Myers 
Beach, though she has been back at her home in Pittsburgh for the last several 
months.  But of course, I was particularly concerned for her sake about the well-
being of her home and possessions, as well as all of her many neighbors and 
friends there.  Though it’s still very hard to get much accurate information, it 
appears that their home is still standing, unlike much of their neighborhood, and 
most of the business district of the Ft. Myers Beach.  When I was talking with her 
yesterday, she told me that the neighbors across the street from them, with 
whom they are good friends, had decided to ride out the storm in their home.  
Unfortunately their home, a one-floor ranch, became completely submerged in a 
matter of hours, and this couple was swept out of their home; they were thrown 
into the swirling waters and hung on for their lives to a gutter from another home 
for more than 3 hours, until the water receded enough for them to find some 
land.  When my sister talked to them after, she asked them what kept them 
going; and they answered: “we just kept thinking about how much we have to live 
for in this beautiful world”.  They held onto a “vision”. 

That’s what God said to Habakkuk: “Write down the vision…for the Vision still 
has its time….it will surely come; it will not be late.”  God’s “Vision” is the 
Covenant He first established with humanity through Abraham, and all the 
generations of People of Faith who came after Abraham: “I will be Your God, and 
you will be My People.”  And that Covenant was fulfilled when God’s very own 
Son, Jesus the long-awaited Messiah, the Son of God, the Word made Flesh, came 
into the world to bring us salvation, and to conquer, once and for all, the power of 
sin and death, through His own suffering, Death and Resurrection.   

In today’s Gospel passage we heard the Apostles make a request of Jesus:  
“increase our faith!”  What’s really interesting about that request is that St. Luke 
tells us that ALL the apostles made the request----together; it was a collective 
request, coming from them, the first “community of faith”, the original Church 
which Jesus was in the process of establishing.  Jesus’ response to the Apostles is 
equally interesting:  “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to 
this mulberry tree: ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea’, and it would obey you.”  
“Faith” is about “relationship”---our personal Relationship with God, and in turn, 
our relationship with one another, all of us, sons and daughters of God in whose 
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image and likeness we have been made.  And so Faith is a “quality”, not a 
“quantity”.  It’s not about “how much” Faith we have, as much as how vibrant, 
how rich, how strong our relationship with God is, and, in turn, how “strong” our 
Faith is.  It’s about the CONVICTION of our Faith----the PASSION ----the PRIORITY 
of our Faith.    

So, instead of asking Jesus to “increase our Faith”, perhaps the Apostles should 
have asked Him: “how can our Faith be more like Yours?”  Jesus’ constant prayer 
to His Father was “Thy will be done”, and Jesus’ guiding Vision was that He would 
live His life in union with His Father.  That’s the kind of Faith that the Apostles 
would eventually find, but not before they ran away when Jesus was arrested in 
the Garden.  They wouldn’t find that “strength of Faith” until after Jesus was 
buried for 3 days, and He appeared to them in the Upper Room on Easter Sunday 
night; that’s when Thomas, speaking on their behalf, professed a deep faith: “You 
are My Lord, and my God!”  But it wasn’t until the Holy Spirit came upon those 
same Apostles at Pentecost, when they were filled with all the powerful Gifts of 
the Spirit; then they had that “strength of Faith” that led them to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus to the ends of the world, and to even joyfully endure 
martyrdom as the “crowning” act of Faith.  

That’s what St. Paul was reminding Timothy of in today’s Second Reading.  
Clearly Timothy’s “faith” had grown a bit tepid.  As St. Paul wrote: “I remind you 
to stir into flame the Gift of God (that is, Faith) that you have through the 
imposition of my hands.”  That image of “Faith”, like a Flame, goes right back to 
that Pentecost event, when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles with a “strong 
driving wind” and with “tongues as of fire that came to rest on each of them”.  
That’s what set the Apostles “on Fire” with the Love of Christ.  And THAT is what 
Paul wanted Timothy to recapture.   My sisters and brothers in Christ, that is what 
we need to recapture as well. 

Here in our Diocese, we have entered into this “Year of Priestly Spiritual 
Renewal and Prayer for Vocations”.  I believe that all of us need to have our Faith 
renewed and strengthened; and further, I believe that “renewal” needs to begin 
with me---your Bishop, with Fr. Evelio, your Pastor and all our priests, and with 
Deacon Jeff and Deacon Mark, and all our Deacons.  And just as St. Paul prayed 
for Timothy---we all need to pray that we too can “rekindle that Flame of Faith” 
within each of our own hearts and lives; that we all can “stir back into a flame the 
gift of God” (our Faith) that we were filled with on the day of our 
Ordinations/Confirmations.  And as we do that, we then pray for the “spirit of 
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renewal”, just like a “Flame”, will begin to re-ignite the hearts of all of us.  We 
need to have Faith that’s vibrant, alive, setting us “on Fire with Love for Jesus and 
His Church” because our world is doing everything it possibly can to put out the 
“flame of Faith”, and to use the “ways of the world” to conquer the “ways of 
God”. 

The current Michigan State Constitution “Proposition 3” is a primary example 
of that which is so contrary to the “ways of God”, by guaranteeing the right to kill 
innocent human life within the mother’s womb at any point during the 9 months 
of pregnancy for any reason, to constitutionally guarantee that right, and to 
somehow regard that as an advancement in the cause of personal “freedom”.   

It was wrong of Habakkuk, and it is wrong of us, to question God; to blame 
God; to accuse God of “not listening” or “not intervening”.  Even worse, it’s 
blatantly wrong to pretend that we know better than God; that we are so 
enlightened as to not even need God or God’s ways.  Yet God has given us the 
“Vision”.  He gave us the 10 Commandments, not as restrictions to our freedom, 
but as a sign of His love and concern for His beloved sons and daughters.  Even 
beyond that, God has sent us His only-begotten Son, Jesus, to be our Savior, to 
show us how to live as People of Faith. And best of all, He has given us the 
Precious Gift of the Holy Eucharist to be our spiritual Food and Drink for our 
Journey of Faith, which we so desperately need to celebrate each week with one 
another, our “community of Faith”. 

God’s Covenant helps us to remember who we are; God’s Vision helps us to 
keep in focus where we are going, with the confidence of knowing that Jesus has 
already conquered the world.  When each of us lives our lives according to that 
Vision—with Faith that is strong, vibrant, and passionate---then God will be able 
to call the world back to its moral senses.    

In the meantime, here along our Journey of Faith---here in this beautiful 
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist with you, this Community of Faith----HERE, we 
give thanks to God for the Gift of Life, and the Gift of Faith.  And, as Jesus reminds 
us this morning, when we do so, we can say in all humility: “We are unprofitable 
servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.”. 

May all that we do, and every we say, be for the honor and glory of God, now 
and forever.  Amen.   


